reflects only the interests of the reviewer. The operation for mobilization of the stapes has been exploited by Borg et al. for recording neural responses in the human chorda tympani and correlating these with psychophysical responses to sapid substances applied to the tongue; Arvanitaki et al. (stimulated by the inaccessibility and minute size of olfactory receptor cells) have used giant nerve cells of certain invertebrates as in vivo models of olfactory receptors. Such are only two examples from a volume which will provide fascinating reading for all those interested in the science of sensation.
STEPHEN CARLILL
Roxburgh's Common Skin Diseases revised by Peter Borrie MA MD FRCP 13th ed pp xii +485 illustrated £210s London: HKLewis 1967 This is the thirteenth edition of Roxburgh and the third to be revised by Peter Borrie. These facts alone reveal the popularity of this work. The present edition omits the Index of Preliminary Diagnosis which was a feature of earlier editions but Dr Borrie considers it no longer provides a satisfactory clinical approach to the problems of dermatology. The old coloured plates have also been omitted but the excellence of the new monochrome illustrations well compensates for this. The book adequately describes all the common skin diseases and several of the not so common; a fuller description of the genetically determined disorders would, however, be welcome. One regrets the distinction between eczema and dermatitis; the terms should surely be synonymous. This distinction makes it difficult in places for the student to follow. Why, for example, should we distinguish between seborrheeic eczema and seborrhoeic dermatitis? They are even described in different chapters. Treatments recommended are conservative and orthodox.
The work can be thoroughly recommended to students and general practitioners. The price at £2 10s is fair in view of the large number of illustrations. This book brings together in one volume a useful summary of the results of operative treatment, together with brief discussions on the relative merits of the various procedures and their postoperative complications. The text is based on an extensive bibliography, for which the authors are to be congratulated, and neurosurgeons will find it a rewarding reference work. Faced with a complication the lone neurosurgeon will derive some comfort from a book where nearly everyone gets a mention, and 'it has all happened before'.
It is perhaps a pity that the title ofthe book does not suggest to the reader that indeed it will give the key to the main papers on the results of treatment. In the preface the authors give their reasons for restricting their compass to operative procedures. However, this limitation gives some sections an artificial appearance, for in neurosurgery, perhaps more so than in many other specialties, the operation is but an incident in the total diagnosis and management of the patient. Thus a practising neurosurgeon will have to look elsewhere for a discussion on some problems that worry him most, such as the control of infection in a neurosurgical unit, the treatment of status epilepticus, the approach to systemic thrombosis in a neurosurgical patient, and the management of metabolic disorders. Perhaps a second edition might include these broader aspects of management and enhance the value of this venture. These two volumes contain about one quarter of Sir Aubrey Lewis's writings over the past forty years. His present students have provided this judicious selection which admirably portrays the width of his interests and the depth of his erudition. Sir Aubrey Lewis is a scholar with a firm sense of historical continuity of the study of human nature. It is appropriate that the selection should begin with one of his more speculative essays on the experience of time in mental disorders. The various articles illustrate his own clinical studies, the work that he has carefully fostered in social psychiatry through the special MRC Unit and (in the second volume) his interest in psychiatric education and the history and the philosophy of his subject. His somewhat detached standpoint enables him to point out how many current theoretical battles merely repeat the pattern of previous discussions, though his own revolutionary influence on psychiatric education in this country means that nothing will ever be quite the same here again.
His present students have undoubtedly prepared these volumes as a labour of love with the hope that their former colleagues will continue to
